
Mid-Week Lent 
Evening Prayer for Mar 24, 2021 

 

L Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, Jn 8:12 

Jn 1:5 

 

L  Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,  

 Luke 24:29 

 

 L   Let your light scatter the darkness  1 Cor. 4:5-6 

 
 

Phos Hilaron  
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Thanksgiving for Light (sung)  

L Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by 

a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light 

of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet 

and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and 

You love Your whole creation and we, Your 

creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

  Sit 
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Psalmody: Psalm 141 (Congregation sings C parts only; Lectern side sings I; Pulpit side II ) 
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L Let us pray. Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let 

Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises 

with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
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Office Hymn: 556 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Readings from Holy Scripture  

 

Reading Romans 8:31–39 

 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He 

who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 

graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God 

who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, 

who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 

 we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I 

am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things 

to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 

able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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Response 

A O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Reading John 16 

 “I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. They will put you 

out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he 

is offering service to God. And they will do these things because they have not known 

the Father, nor me. But I have said these things to you, that when their hour comes 

you may remember that I told them to you. 

 “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But 

now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 

But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. Nevertheless, 

I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the 

Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he 

will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: concerning sin, 

because they do not believe in me; concerning righteousness, because I go to the 

Father, and you will see me no longer; concerning judgment, because the ruler of this 

world is judged. 

 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the 

Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his 

own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the 

things that are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it 

to you. All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine 

and declare it to you. 

 “A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and you will see 

me.” So some of his disciples said to one another, “What is this that he says to us, ‘A 

little while, and you will not see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’; and, 

‘because I am going to the Father’?” So they were saying, “What does he mean by ‘a 

little while’? We do not know what he is talking about.” Jesus knew that they wanted to 

ask him, so he said to them, “Is this what you are asking yourselves, what I meant by 

saying, ‘A little while and you will not see me, and again a little while and you will see 

me’? Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You 

will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. When a woman is giving birth, she 

has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has delivered the baby, she no 

longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the 
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world. So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again and your hearts will 

rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you. In that day you will ask nothing of me. 

Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to 

you. Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your 

joy may be full. 

 “I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will 

no longer speak to you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father. In 

that day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on 

your behalf; for the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have 

believed that I came from God. I came from the Father and have come into the world, 

and now I am leaving the world and going to the Father.” 

 His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative speech! 

Now we know that you know all things and do not need anyone to question you; this is 

why we believe that you came from God.” Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe? 

Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each to his 

own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me. I 

have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will 

have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 

 

Response 

A O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

After the daily readings: 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

 

Sermon Theme: Stanzas 9-10 of today’s Office Hymn sung earlier 

Canticle: Magnificat Song of Mary from Luke 1:46-55 
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Prayer 

Litany. Note: The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so 

that the word "Lord" is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 
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L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants 

of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and 

those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every 

place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those 

who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great 

and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful 

times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

The prayers then continue (now without the simultaneous “Lord” being sung) 

  

  ( pause ) 
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Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

  

 ( pause ) 

 
 

Collect For Peace  

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to 

us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 

obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our 

enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Lord's Prayer  

L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benedicamus  

 

 
 

Benediction  

 
 

Closing Hymn:  428 Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow  (see hymnal) 


