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+ Third Sunday of Easter + 
 

April 23, Year of Our Lord 2023 | DS4 
 

+ Confession and Absolution + 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us 
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
Confession of Sins 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

 
Absolution 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

+ Service of the Word + 
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Introit Psalm 133; antiphon: v. 1 

 
P Behold, how good and pleas- | ant it is* 
 when brothers dwell in | unity! 
C It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard, on the beard of | 
Aaron,* 
 running down on the collar | of his robes! 
It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of | Zion!* 
 For there the LORD has commanded the blessing, life for- | evermore. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Behold, how good and pleas- | ant it is* 
 when brothers dwell in | unity! 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. 

Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual 
gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  C Amen. 

 
First Reading Acts 2:14a, 36–41 

 Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, . . . 
Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and 
Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of 
the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” And Peter said to them, “Repent and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children 
and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” And with 
many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves 
from this crooked generation.” So those who received his word were baptized, and there 
were added that day about three thousand souls. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 
C Christ has risen from the dead. 

 God the Father has crowned him with glory and honor. 
He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 
 he has put all things under his feet. 

 
Epistle 1 Peter 1:17–25 

 If you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds, 
conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, knowing that you were 
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things 
such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without 
blemish or spot. He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made 
manifest in the last times for your sake, who through him are believers in God, who raised 
him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 
 Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, 
love one another earnestly from a pure heart, since you have been born again, not of 
perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; for 

“All flesh is like grass 
 and all its glory like the flower of grass. 
The grass withers, 
 and the flower falls, 
but the word of the Lord remains forever.” 

And this word is the good news that was preached to you. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Verse of the Day Luke 24:32 

P Alleluia. Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he 
opened to us the Scriptures? Alleluia. 

 
Alleluia and Verse John 20:31 
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Holy Gospel Luke 24:13–35 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 

twenty-fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 That very day two of them were going to a village 
named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 
and they were talking with each other about all these 
things that had happened. While they were talking 
and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near 
and went with them. But their eyes were kept from 
recognizing him. And he said to them, “What is this 
conversation that you are holding with each other as 
you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. Then 
one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are 
you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know 
the things that have happened there in these days?” And he said to them, “What things?” 
And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty in 
deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and rulers 
delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. But we had hoped that he 
was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these 
things happened. Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at the 
tomb early in the morning, and when they did not find his body, they came back saying that 
they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. Some of those who 
were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not 
see.” And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and 
enter into his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to 
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 
 So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he were going 
farther, but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the 
day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at table with them, he 
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took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them. And their eyes were opened, 
and they recognized him. And he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Did 
not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the 
Scriptures?” And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the 
eleven and those who were with them gathered together, saying, “The Lord has risen 
indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, and 
how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible.     And in one Lord Jesus Christ the only-begotten 
Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end.      And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver 
of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 
for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life 
T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Hymn of the Day: 483 With High Delight Let Us Unite 

 

 



 7 

 

 

 
Text: Georg Vetter, 1536–99; tr. Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 Tune: Cinquante Pseaumes, 1543, Geneva Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. 
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110020024 Tune: Public domain 

 
+ Sermon + And Beginning with Moses 
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Announcement of Offering and Greetings of Peace 
The people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as 
a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; 
Eph. 4:1–3). 
 
 

Prayers to God on Behalf of…  
World: Praying for the end of the conflict between Ukraine and 
Russia (and preservation of life and land). Victims of gun violence 
(including recent shooting in Nashville.) 
 
Church: For our ongoing church building/expansion planning with 
architect Studio 4, contractor Creative Structures, and our 3-year 
Capital Campaign with LCEF. Mission work of Rehema Open Door 
(Rehema is Swahili for mercy) palliative care center/hospice in Kenya. 
Local mission of Pregnancy Resource Center of Maryville and Sevierville. For our DCE 
Shelli Haynes, for blessings upon her service to Praise, and for her family. 
 
Vocation: Tyler Smith (Airforce) in Mississippi and Megan beginning law school at UT. 
Jacob (Tami DeHaven’s grandson) stationed in S. Korea. Carter Felt (Navy: stationed in 
Charleston). Casey Lawson (Airforce). For Emily and Julian Martinez (rejoicing in birth of 
Soren). Alex & Shelby Hicks (expecting). Paul & Angela Gift rejoicing in the birth of Nyla). 
For Bill & Diane Miller’s new grandson Isaiah. Tatum Smolter (and Tanner, rejoicing in birth 
of Tylen). Eugene & Vicky Gorman (expecting); and Vicky starts a fulltime job as an 
archivist in Oak Ridge in early May! Ann Brown giving thanks: a new great grandson. Mary 
Schopmann giving thanks for 4th greatgrandchild. 
  
Mourning: for family of Arnold Solis (Nunnink’s and Lee’s father and [great] grandfather) 
who passed away. Family of Terry (Seth Pierce’s uncle) who passed away. Family of Taryn 
Sebright (including Billye Raye, Kris, Tiana, Tayor, and JJ) on the occasion of the 3rd 
anniversary of her passing. Family of Larry (Marleen’s brother in law, Jeff’s uncle) who 
passed away in Colorado. Family of Clayton Narveson who passed away 1/20. Family of 
Janet Moore’s mother, Mary Lou, who passed away. Family of Stan Stubelt of Friendsville 
(Sharon Felker’s brother) who passed away. Family of Priscilla Sullenberger (Debbie’s 
Johnston’s sister). Family of Dick Mohr who passed away 9/17/22. 
 
Health: Myrna Frazier cancer treatments. Sharon Yoder recovering from tricuspid valve 
procedure at Tristar this past week. Pastor Neil Vanderbush at Immanuel, Memphis, 
recurrent multiple myeloma treatment. Billye Raye Smith upcoming chemo treatment for 
multiple myeloma. Kay and Bill (Myrna’s sister and Brother-in-law) for health and comfort. 
For Analisa (Karen Fortune’s daughter in Cincinnati), her baby was born early, please pray 
for health. Janice Kaiser sciatic pain treatment. Gary Kubin recovering from back surgery. 
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Soren (newborn to Julian & Emily Martinez) breathing and oxygen levels. For Shelby Hicks 
protection and health through upcoming childbirth of Hannah. For Chuck Pettyjohn 
upcoming valve and heart surgery on May 31. Paula (Corlis William’s mother) health, 
hospitalized recently, doing better. Jeannie Lindenfelser for lung cancer treatments. Rick & 
Lisa Gift’s family, Terry & Ann Gift (both with cancer). Mark Cutler (Randy & Carol Groen’s 
brother-in-law) lung cancer surgery recovery. Ole Johnson upcoming tests for cancer. A 
Teacher at Justin Gift’s school, fighting cancer. Mary Schopmann for strength and health. 
Amy Mohr recovering from surgery and treatment for sepsis. Ed & Sandy Bagley 
recovering from long covid. Pastor Ed Maanum of First Lutheran Knoxville, kidney function. 
For June McDonnell (lung health). Jennifer Morsch (Joel & Barbara’s daughter) health. 
Delora Roth good leg circulation health. Rachel Ernst’s mother: cancer treatments. For 
Alan Stremsterfer’s mother health issues. For Lisa Stremsterfer’s father health and 
stability. Brad (Phil and Carol Barnett’s son) cancer surgery recovery. Sheila Schnepf 
(friend of Tom & Lois Schering) experiencing 24/7 back pain. Judy Kalkitis health and 
mobility. Nancy (Jim Vesper’s mother) health. Aurora Stevens back treatments. For 
Carolyn Dickie (health). For Barbara Moyers health. Debbie Johnston kidney health. For 
Kathy Bigger (friend of Donna Wall) pancreatic cancer. Bob McDermott dealing with 
Parkinson’s symptoms. For all suffering from mental health issues. Al Reuer health. 
Gregory Strege (Phyllis’s son, health). Tom Williams, health and care for heart. Ken 
Payne’s health (friends of a friend of Jim Vesper). Ruth Kistler’s son William (tests and 
possible cancer treatments). Kenna Chorney’s mother: Gail Rieman (wound care). Tim 
Smith (heart and back health). Steve Kaiser’s mother Louise (age 92) in Indiana. Andrew 
Hebar’s Aunt Kara (struggling from cancer treatments). Connie (Andrew Hebar’s friend) 
brain and lung cancer. Bill (Cathy Wacker’s father) dementia, health. Lee Schuck (health, 
unable to walk). Janeen Meier (Maureen Roberts’s sister) health. Melissa Gilmore (friend of 
Jim Vesper) COPD. 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving: For Larry Wacker new device to help with tremors. For Mike 
Crinklaw (friend of Larry Moore since high school) successfully repaired heart valve. 
 
Birthdays: Ann B 4/23, Rachel V 4/24, Adler S 4/25, Michele N 4/27, Alex H 4/28, Derek R 
4/28, Jim R 4/30, Kris S 5/3, Lila R 5/5, Delora R 5/5, Mandy H 5/6, Tom S 5/6 
 

 
+ Service of the Sacrament + 

 
A Word to Our Guests and Visitors about Communion at Praise 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence 
that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very Body 
and Blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with 
Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent 
of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that 
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they may show forth His death and resurrection until He comes. Scripture warns that those 
who come forward to eat and drink our Lord’s Body and Blood in an unworthy manner do 
so to their great spiritual harm. The Lord’s Supper is also a confession of the faith which is 
confessed at this altar. Therefore, any who hold a confession differing from that of this 
congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet to desire to receive the 
Sacrament (Communion), are encouraged to seek guidance from the pastor. 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not 
die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new 
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving p. 161 or 178 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, ...now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Distribution 
Please see our pastor for details about baptism, instruction, and vow of 
confirmation of our church’s teachings prior to taking the Lord’s Supper 
(Communion) at Praise. 

 
Distribution Hymn: 476 Who Are You Who Walk in Sorrow 

 
Distribution Hymn: 919 Abide, O Dearest Jesus 

 
Distribution Hymn: 575 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 

 
Distribution Hymn: 655 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 

 
Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
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Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. C Amen. 

 
Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. C Amen. 
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Praise Lutheran Church (LCMS)  
Sunday Divine Services weekly at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.; Bible Study and Sunday School at 10:00 a.m. 

Address: 1850 Big Springs Rd. Maryville, TN 37801  
Phone: (865) 977-5810, Website: praiselutheran.com  
Online giving: praiselutheran.com (click the blue “Give” button) 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PraiseLutheranChurch/ 

Staffed Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 9:00 to Noon, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. (EST) 
Office Administration: Vicky Gorman, vicky@praiselutheran.com 
Pastor: Rev. Derek Roberts, pastor@praiselutheran.com, cell: (865) 229-6024 (Pastor’s day off: Fridays) 
DCE: Shelli Haynes, shelli@praiselutheran.com 
Congregational President: Dr. Tom Wittkopp, Capital Campaign Info: Ed Hannah; Joel Morsch 
Prayer requests: if possible, please submit by 9:00 a.m. on Thursdays 
Organist/pianists: Janice Kaiser, Susan Johnson, Choir Director: Laura Bisconte, Choir Pianist: Susan 
Johnson 
 
 
 
Announcements (see also next page) 
 
 
Sunday morning Bible study for students in middle or high school has begun and 
meets in the office behind the Pastor's office from 10:00 to 10:45 a.m. Please bring your 
Bible!  We are studying Genesis. 
 
 
Parents of middle and high school students! We want to partner with you with your 
kids! We have several important youth events and activities coming up. Are you receiving the 
monthly newsletter? Are you signed up for Remind, the group messaging app? We are using 
both to communicate with you.  Please see Shelli Haynes to get connected. 
 
 
Message from Shelli Haynes: Thank you to the members who have invited Travis and me 
into your homes so far!  We have been so blessed by your generous hospitality and 
important conversations!  We are trying to visit with each family and person in this 
community!  If you haven't set up a time to meet, let's get a date on the calendar!  
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Announcements  
(see also previous page) 

 
Catechesis meets after church TODAY (and May 7 and 21) 
 
Thank you to the volunteers who helped take down trees and brush this past Monday at 
Praise! 
 
New Gutters and Downspouts were installed this past week. More roofing repairs (follow 
up to previous repairs) are still needed, but we are making progress. Thank to you the Board 
of Properties for coordinating the work. 
 
This Week 
Choir Practice this week at 6:00 PM 
Ladies Bible Study at 10:00 a.m. on Thursdays with Barbara Morsch  
 
   
Next Sunday and beyond 
 
Scripture Readings Acts 2:42-47, 1 Peter 1:19-25, John 10:1-10 
 
 
Planning Council meets Apr 30 after church. 
 
 
Young Adults meets Sun, Apr 30 at 5:00 p.m. at Levi & Suzanne Nunnink’s home (1416 
Lonas Dr. Maryville) for Meal and Bible Study on the Apostles’ Creed (ends at 8:00 p.m.). 
 
 
 Easter to Pentecost Schedule 2023 
 
Good Shepherd Sunday (4th Sun in Easter): Sun, Apr 30 
 
Ascension of Our Lord, Thurs, May 18 
 
Pentecost and Confirmation, Sun, May 28 
 
 
Ground Breaking next month (May) on new sanctuary and narthex, nursery, and more! 
Please consider gifts to our building fund as we soon begin construction. Weekly, monthly, 
or yearly commitments are still encouraged as we enter the building phase. 

 


