
Midweek Advent Service 
Evening Prayer for Dec 20 AD 2023 (pg. 243 in hymnal) 

 
L Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, Jn 8:12 

Jn 1:5 
 

L  Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening [or “noon of the day”],  

 Luke 24:29 
 

 L   Let your light scatter the darkness 1 Cor. 4:5-6 

 
 

Phos Hilaron  
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Thanksgiving for Light (sung)  

L Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel 
by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the 
light of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for 
You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation 
and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. 

  Sit 
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Psalmody: Psalm 141 (Congregation sings C parts only; Lectern side sings I; Pulpit side II ) 
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L Let us pray. Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let 
Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your 
praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You 
forever. 

C Amen. 
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Psalm for Dec. 20 Psalm 126 

When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 
 we were like those who dream. 
Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 
 and our tongue with shouts of joy; 
then they said among the nations, 
 “The LORD has done great things for them.” 
The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad. 

Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 
 like streams in the Negeb! 
Those who sow in tears 
 shall reap with shouts of joy! 
He who goes out weeping, 
 bearing the seed for sowing, 
shall come home with shouts of joy, 
 bringing his sheaves with him. 
 

Office Hymn  347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People
  
Reading Isaiah 61:1–4, 8-11 

L A reading from Isaiah, chapter 61. 
 

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good 
news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the year of the 
LORD’s favor,  and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to grant to 
those who mourn in Zion—to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of 
gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may 
be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. They 
shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair 
the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. . .  

For I the LORD love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will faithfully give them their 
recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. Their offspring shall be 
known among the nations, and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; all who see 
them shall acknowledge them, that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed. I will greatly 
rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the garments 
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of salvation;  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks 
himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her 
jewels. For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to 
sprout up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the 
nations. 
  
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
After the daily readings: 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

 
Sermon Isaiah and the Messiah 

 
Canticle: Magnificat Song of Mary from Luke 1:46-55 
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Offering for Mission and Ministry  
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Prayer 
Litany  

The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word 
"Lord" is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 
 

 

 
  
L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants 

of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and 

those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every 

place, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those 

who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great 
and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful 
times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
The prayers then continue (now without the simultaneous “Lord” being sung) 
  

  ( pause ) 

 

 
  
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
  

 ( pause ) 
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Collect For Peace  
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to 

us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set 
to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our 
enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Lord's Prayer  
L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benedicamus  

 

 
 

Benediction  
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  Soli Deo Gloria  
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