Evening Prayer + Service of Light +
7:00 p.m. Dec 3, 10, and 17, 2025

Versicles (Common), Hymnal p. 243 ()
(sung) Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
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the light no darkness can o - ver - come.

Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
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and the day is almost o - ver
Let Your light scatter the darkness
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and il - lu - mine Your Church.
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(sung) Joyous light of glory:
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set - ting of the sun, and we look to the eve-ning light.
h [—— | A —— — | !
P’ Al | } ] I\J } | I I |
&

| | | [ | |
%‘:_4_1- ! !
We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho -ly Spir - it:
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the u - ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry.

Thanksgiving for Light
(sung) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people
Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by
the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for
You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify
You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
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+ Psalmody +

Psalm 141 (see hymnal p. 245 for music) Psalm 141:1-4, 8

(sung) Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

(IJ (sung) O Lord, I call to You; come to me quickly;

hear my voice when | cry to You.

Let my prayer rise before You as incense,

the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord,

and guard the door of my lips.

Let not my heart incline to any evil thing;

let me not be occupied in wickedness with evildoers.

But my eyes are turned to You, O God;
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in You | take refuge.
Strip me not of my life.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

Psalm Prayer
Let us pray. Silence for individual prayer may follow. Let the incense of our repentant
prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that,
with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole
heavenly host and may glorify You forever. Amen.

Dec 3: Office Hymn: 342 What Hope! An Eden Prophesied (see hymnal)
Dec 10: Office Hymn: 348 The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns (see hymnal)

Dec 17: Office Hymn: 354 Arise, O Christian People (see hymnal)

+ Readings +
Dec 3 Reading Genesis 3
A reading from

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had
made.

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the
garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the
garden, but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.” But the serpent said to the woman, “You
will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you
will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good
for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make
one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was
with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were
naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the
trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”
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And he said, “l heard the sound of you in the garden, and | was afraid, because | was
naked, and | hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of
the tree of which | commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you
gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and | ate.” Then the LORD God said to the
woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me,
and | ate.”

The LORD God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock
and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
| will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”

To the woman he said,

“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing;
in pain you shall bring forth children.

Your desire shall be for your husband,
and he shall rule over you.”

And to Adam he said,

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife
and have eaten of the tree
of which | commanded you,
‘You shall not eat of it,’
cursed is the ground because of you;
in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
and you shall eat the plants of the field.
By the sweat of your face
you shall eat bread,
till you return to the ground,
for out of it you were taken;
for you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.”

The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. And the
LorD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.



Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good
and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live
forever—" therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the
ground from which he was taken. He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of
Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way
to the tree of life.

O Lord, have mercy on us. Thanks be to God.
Proceed to Final Reading Response, p. 7

Dec 10 First Reading Judges 2:11-19
A reading from

And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and served the Baals.
And they abandoned the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the
land of Egypt. They went after other gods, from among the gods of the peoples who were
around them, and bowed down to them. And they provoked the LORD to anger. They
abandoned the LORD and served the Baals and the Ashtaroth. So the anger of the LORD
was kindled against Israel, and he gave them over to plunderers, who plundered them. And
he sold them into the hand of their surrounding enemies, so that they could no longer
withstand their enemies. Whenever they marched out, the hand of the LORD was against
them for harm, as the LORD had warned, and as the LORD had sworn to them. And they
were in terrible distress.

Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hand of those who
plundered them. Yet they did not listen to their judges, for they whored after other gods and
bowed down to them. They soon turned aside from the way in which their fathers had
walked, who had obeyed the commandments of the LORD, and they did not do so.
Whenever the LORD raised up judges for them, the LORD was with the judge, and he saved
them from the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge. For the LORD was moved to
pity by their groaning because of those who afflicted and oppressed them. But whenever
the judge died, they turned back and were more corrupt than their fathers, going after other
gods, serving them and bowing down to them. They did not drop any of their practices or
their stubborn ways.

O Lord, have mercy on us. Thanks be to God.
Dec 10 Second Reading 2 Samuel 11:15, 27; 12:1-9
A reading from

In the letter he [David] wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then
draw back from him, that he may be struck down, and die.”
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And when the mourning was over, David sent and brought her [Bathsheba] to his house,
and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing that David had done displeased
the LORD.

And the LORD sent Nathan to David. He came to him and said to him, “There were two
men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor. The rich man had very many flocks
and herds, but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. And
he brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his children. It used to eat of his morsel
and drink from his cup and lie in his arms, and it was like a daughter to him. Now there
came a traveler to the rich man, and he was unwilling to take one of his own flock or herd
to prepare for the guest who had come to him, but he took the poor man’s lamb and
prepared it for the man who had come to him.” Then David’s anger was greatly kindled
against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As the LORD lives, the man who has done this
deserves to die, and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and
because he had no pity.”

Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘|
anointed you king over Israel, and | delivered you out of the hand of Saul. And | gave you
your master’s house and your master’s wives into your arms and gave you the house of
Israel and of Judah. And if this were too little, | would add to you as much more. Why have
you despised the word of the LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down
Uriah the Hittite with the sword and have taken his wife to be your wife and have killed him
with the sword of the Ammonites.

O Lord, have mercy on us. Thanks be to God.
Proceed to Final Reading Response, p. 7

Dec 17 First Reading Isaiah 53:6-12 (select passages)
A reading from

All we like sheep have gone astray;

we have turned every one to his own way;
and the LORD has laid on him

the iniquity of us all.
...yet he bore the sin of many,

and makes intercession for the transgressors.

O Lord, have mercy on us. Thanks be to God.

Dec 17 Second Reading Deuteronomy 9:9-21
When | went up the mountain to receive the tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant
that the LORD made with you, | remained on the mountain forty days and forty nights. |
neither ate bread nor drank water. And the LORD gave me the two tablets of stone written
with the finger of God, and on them were all the words that the LORD had spoken with you
on the mountain out of the midst of the fire on the day of the assembly. And at the end of



forty days and forty nights the LORD gave me the two tablets of stone, the tablets of the
covenant. Then the LORD said to me, ‘Arise, go down quickly from here, for your people
whom you have brought from Egypt have acted corruptly. They have turned aside quickly
out of the way that | commanded them; they have made themselves a metal image.’

“Furthermore, the LORD said to me, ‘| have seen this people, and behold, it is a stubborn
people. Let me alone, that | may destroy them and blot out their name from under heaven.
And | will make of you a nation mightier and greater than they.” So | turned and came down
from the mountain, and the mountain was burning with fire. And the two tablets of the
covenant were in my two hands. And | looked, and behold, you had sinned against the
LorD your God. You had made yourselves a golden calf. You had turned aside quickly
from the way that the LORD had commanded you. So | took hold of the two tablets and
threw them out of my two hands and broke them before your eyes. Then | lay prostrate
before the LORD as before, forty days and forty nights. | neither ate bread nor drank water,
because of all the sin that you had committed, in doing what was evil in the sight of the
LoRD to provoke him to anger. For | was afraid of the anger and hot displeasure that the
LORD bore against you, so that he was ready to destroy you. But the LORD listened to me
that time also. And the LORD was so angry with Aaron that he was ready to destroy him.
And | prayed for Aaron also at the same time. Then | took the sinful thing, the calf that you
had made, and burned it with fire and crushed it, grinding it very small, until it was as fine
as dust. And | threw the dust of it into the brook that ran down from the mountain.

O Lord, have mercy on us. Thanks be to God.

Final Reading Response Hebrews 1:1-2a
In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

+ Homily +



+ Cantcicle +

Magnificat Luke 1:46-55
Refrain
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1 For He has re - - garded
2 For the Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . . . me,
3 He has shownstrengthwithHis . .. .. ... ... .. arm;
4 He has filled the hungry withgood . . ... ... ... things,
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1 the lowlinessof . . . ... ... ..... ... His hand-maiden.
2 and holy . . . ... ... ... . ........ is His name;
3 He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.
5 and tothe . .. ....... ... .. ... .. Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 For be - hold,fromthis ... ............... day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho . .. ... ... . ..... fear Him
3 He has castdown the mighty from their . . . . ... .. thrones
4 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
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1 all generationswill . ... ........... call me blessed.
2 from generationto . .. ..... ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain
3 and has exalt - - ed the lowly.
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.

5 is now, and will be forever. . . . .. ... ... A - men. Refrain
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+ Prayer +

Kneel/Stand
Litany
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word
“Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For Matthew, Roger, and Chase, for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church,
and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For Donald [president], for Bill [our governor], for all public servants, for the
government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in
every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every
place, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those
who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord
great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful
times, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here]
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... let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.
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Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.

Collect for Peace
(sung) O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works,
give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may
be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.

Lord’s Prayer
Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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BerAedicamus [Psalm 103:1]
P’ A

Let us bless the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction
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[P} The almighty and merciful Lord,
the Father, the "I+ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and pre - serve  you.
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Dec 3 Closing Hymn: 357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (stanzas 1-4)
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2 O come, Thou Wis - dom from on high, Who or - drest
30 come, O come, Thou Lord of might, Who to Thy
4 O come, Thou Branch of Jes - se’s tree, Free them from
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give the Law In cloud and maj - es - ty and awe.
pow’r to save, And give them vic - try o’er the grave.
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Shall come to thee, 0] Is - ra - el

Text: Latin, ¢. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Kéln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818—66, alt.
Tune: French, 15th cent. Text and tune: Public domain
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Dec. 10 Closin

g Hymn: 341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates
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1 Lift wup your heads, ye might - y gates! Be - hold, the
2 A righ - teous Help - er comes to thee; His char - iot
3 How blest the land, the vcit - vy blest, Where Christ the
4 Fling wide the por - tals of your heart; Make it a
5 Re - deem - er, come and o - pen wide My heart to
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King of glo - ry waits. The King of kings is draw - ing
is hu - mil - i - ty, His king - ly crown is ho - 1l -
rul - er is con-fessed! O peace-ful hearts and hap - py
tem - ple set a - part Fromearth - ly wuse for heav’n’s em -
Thee; here, Lord, a - bide! O en - ter with Thy grace di -
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near; The Sav - ior of the world is here. Life and sal -
ness, His scep - ter, pit - y in dis - tress. The end  of
homes To whom this King in tri - umph comes! The cloud - less
ploy, A -dorned with prayer and love and joy. So shall your
vine; Thy face of mer - cy on me shine. Thy Ho - ly
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va - tion He doth bring; There-fore  re - joice and glad - ly sing.
all our woe He brings; There-fore the earth is glad and sings.
sun of joy is He Who comes to set His peo-ple free.
Sov-’reign en - ter in And new and no - bler life be - gin.
Spir - it guide us on Un - til our glo - rious goal is won.
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To God the Fa - ther raise Your joy - ful songs of praise.
To Christ the Sav -ior raise Your grate - ful hymns of praise.
To God the Spir - it raise Your hap - py shouts of praise.
To God a - lone be praise For word and deed and grace!
E - ter - nal praise and fame We of - fer to Thy name.

Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: August Lemke, 1820-1913 Text and tune: Public domain
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Dec 1

7 Closing Hymn: 353 Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring
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1 Je - sus came, the heav’ns a - dor - ing, Came with peace from
2 Je - sus comes a - gain in mer - cy When our hearts are
3 Je - sus comes to hearts re - joic - ing, Bring - ing news  of
4 Je - sus comes in joy and sor - row, Shares a - like our
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realms on high; Je - sus came to win  re - demp - tion,
worn with care; Je - sus comes a - gain in an - swer
sins for - giv’n; Je - sus comes with words of glad - ness,
hopes and fears; Je - sus comes, what - e’er be - falls us,
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Low - ly came on earth to die; Al - le - lu - ia!
To an ear - nest, heart - felt prayer; Al - le - lu - ia!
Lead - ing souls re-deemed to heav’'n. Al - le - lu - ia!
Cheers our hearts and dries our tears; Al - le - lu - ia!
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Al - le - lu - ia! Came in deep hu - mil - 1 - ty.
Al - le - lu - ia! Comes to save  us from de - spair.
Al -le - lu - ia! Hope to all  the world is giv'n.
Al - le - lu - ial! Com - forts wus in fail - ing years.

Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823—-19083, alt. Tune:
Text and tune: Public domain

Geistreiches Gesang-Buch, 1698, Darmstadt

Dec. 3, 10, 17: Advent Midweek: The Need of a Savior at 12 Noon and 7:00 p.m.
Dec. 19: Children’s Christmas Service and Hymn Sing (with Bell Choir)

Dec. 24: Christmas Eve with Candlelight Vigil at 7:00 p.m.

Dec. 25: Christmas Day Divine Service at 10:00 a.m.
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