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Wed, Feb 25
Mid-week Lent Noon and Evening Services 2026: The Christian Virtues

Opening Hymn: 531 Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus (see hymnal)

Opening Versicles
Holy God, holy and most gracious Father,
have mercy and hear us.

Versicles
Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea;
hear me and answer me.

Evening, morning, and noon
I cry out in distress, and He hears my voice.

Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you;
He will never let the righteous fall.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Reading Proverbs 15:18-24

A hot-tempered man stirs up strife,
but he who is slow to anger quiets contention.
The way of a sluggard is like a hedge of thorns,
but the path of the upright is a level highway. o
A wise son makes a glad father, g
but a foolish man despises his mother.

7Y The Seven
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Folly is a joy to him who lacks sense, Dc‘\bly Sins Holy Virtues
but a man of understanding walks straight ahead. !

Without counsel plans fail, Pride Humility
but with many advisers they succeed. -~ e

To make an apt answer is a joy to a man, Cuvy Kmf Al
and a word in season, how good it is! Wrath Patience

The path of life leads upward for the prudent, Sloth Diligence
that he may turn away from Sheol beneath. Avarice . Cemperance

lutton | Abstinence
O Lord, have mercy on us. e ] y BN s
Thanks be to God. ~ust | Chastity



Hymn: 579 The Law of God Is Good and Wise (see hymnal)

Reading Matthew 22:15-22
Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle [Jesus] in his talk. And they sent

their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are
true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone’s opinion, for
you are not swayed by appearances. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes
to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you
hypocrites? Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. And Jesus
said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said
to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things
that are God’s.” When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Confessing the Catechism: The Sixth Petition
Lead us not into temptation.

What does this mean?

God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us so
that the devil, the world, and our sinful nature may not deceive us or mislead us into
false belief, despair, and other great shame and vice. Although we are attacked by
these things, we pray that we may finally overcome them and win the victory.

+ Homily + The Virtues: Prudence
Kyrie

O Lord, @ have mercy upon us.

O Christ, have mercy upon us. CARDINAL

O Lord, have mercy upon us. VIRTUES
Afternoon/Evening Y r s

Show us Your steadfast love, O Lord,

and grant us Your salvation. Fustice
Let Your priests be clothed with righteousness; Fortitude
and let Your saints shout for joy. e
Lord, keep this nation under Your care, Temperance
and guide us in the way of justice and truth.

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,

for You judge the peoples with equity and guide

the nations upon the earth.
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Let the peoples praise You, O God;

let all the peoples praise You!

For the needy shall not always be forgotten,

and the hope of the poor shall not perish forever.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.

Hear my prayer, O Lord;

let my cry come to You.
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

One or more concluding prayer as follows:

For all times of day
Almighty God, merciful Father, who created and completed all things, on this day when the
work of our calling begins anew, we implore You to create its beginning, direct its
continuance, and bless its end, that our doings may be preserved from sin, our life
sanctified, and our work this day be well pleasing to You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Afternoon Prayer
Heavenly Father, in whom we live and move and have our being, we humbly pray You so
to guide and govern us by Your Word and Spirit that in all the cares and occupations of our
life we may not forget You but remember that we are ever walking in Your sight; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.



Evening Prayer
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for the evening is at hand and the day is past. Be our constant
companion on the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope among us, that we may
recognize You as You are revealed in the Scriptures and in the breaking of the bread.
Grant this for Your name’s sake. Amen.

For Our Dwellings
Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let Your holy
angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing be on us always;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Luther’s Evening Prayer
| thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have
graciously kept me this day; and | pray that You would forgive me all my sins where |
have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands |
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me,
that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Blessing
The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.

Hymn: 602 The Gifts Christ Freely Gives (see hymnal)

Wednesday Midweek Services in Lent continue
on Wednesdays at 12 Noon and 7:00 p.m. (Soup & Sandwiches at 6:00 p.m.)
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