
+ The Day of the Nativity of Our Lord + Dec. 25, 2022 

 
Hymn of Invocation: 391 Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Birgitte Katerine Boye, 1742–1824; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–1937  Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution [John 20:19–23] 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

+ Service of the Word + 
Introit Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6 

 
P For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;* 
 and the government shall be upon his | shoulder, 
C and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,* 
 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!* 
 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him. 
The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 
 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.* 
 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God. 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;* 
 break forth into joyous song and sing | praises! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
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For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;* 
 and the government shall be upon his | shoulder, 

Kyrie ~ Lord, Have Mercy (Choir and handbells accompany at 11:00 a.m. service) 

 

 
Text: Traditional, Tune: Russian Orthodox, Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 
  
P Let us pray. Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh 

may set us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
  

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52:7–10 
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who  

publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says 
to Zion, “Your God reigns.” The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; together 
they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the LORD to Zion. Break forth 
together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his 
people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of 
all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm (spoken together) Psalm 2 (select verses) 
C Why do the nations rage 
 and the peoples plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth set themselves, 
 and the rulers take counsel together, 
 against the LORD and against his anointed, saying, 
“Let us burst their bonds apart 
 and cast away their cords from us.” 
He who sits in the heavens laughs; 
 the Lord holds them in derision. 
Then he will speak to them in his wrath, 
 and terrify them in his fury, saying, 
“As for me, I have set my King 
 on Zion, my holy hill.” 
                 … 
Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 
 be warned, O rulers of the earth. 
Serve the LORD with fear, 
 and rejoice with trembling. 
Kiss the Son, 
 lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, 
 for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
Blessèd are all who take refuge in him. 
 

Epistle Hebrews 1:1–12 
 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 
but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all 
things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and 
the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After 
making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having 
become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than 
theirs. 
 For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, 
 today I have begotten you”? Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a 
son”? And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels 
worship him.” 
 Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his ministers a flame of fire.” 
 But of the Son he says, 
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“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of 
your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, 
your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 

And, 
“You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and the heavens are the 
work of your hands; they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a 
garment, like a robe you will roll them up, like a garment they will be changed. 
But you are the same, and your years will have no end.” 

A  This is the Word of the Lord.   C   Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 1:1–18 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

  
  
 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 
God. All things were made through him, and without him was 
not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the 
life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 
He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to 
his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
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 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because 
he was before me.’”) And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For the 
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has 
ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  
 
 

Poinsettias given in memory of / in honor of… 
 
Mark Ratliff 2 Memory of Megan and Barbara Ratliff 
Amy Mohr 2 Memory of Dick Mohr; Tami DeHaven 
Jim Vesper 1 Memory of Jim Vesper, Sr. 
Ruth Kistler 1 Memory of Keith Kistler 
Alex & Shelby Hicks 1 Memory of Bailey and Jude Hicks 
Ole & Mavis Johnson 1 Honor of Our Law Enforcement and Our Military 
Ann Brown 1 Memory of Loved Ones 
Marleen Baerns 1 Memory of Loved Ones 
Larry & Phillis Bembas 2 Memory of Loved Ones; Dick Mohr; Tamra 

DeHaven 
 

Steve Kaiser 1 Memory of Richard Haynes 
Paul Ruble 1 Memory of Ira, Bob, Lois, and Carl 
Leah & Robbie, Auggie Mohr 
 

1 Memory of Floyd & Sue Shepherd 

Sophia Roberts 1 Memory of Tamra DeHaven 
Susan and Robbie Mohr 1 Memory of Dick Mohr  



 8 

Hymn of the Day: 383 A Great and Mighty Wonder 

 

 

 

 
Text: Germanus, c. 634–c. 734; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Köln Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Nicene Creed 

C  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,     
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
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and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
+ Sermon + By the Word and Will of God 

 
Hymn: 389 Let All Together Praise Our God 

 

 

 
 
5 He is a servant, I a lord:     How great a mystery! How strong the tender Christ Child’s 

love!     No truer friend than He,     No truer friend than He. 
 
6 He is the key and He the door     To blessèd paradise;   The angel bars the way no 

more.     To God our praises rise,      To God our praises rise. 
 

D 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed,   Lord Jesus, we adore. And praise to God the 
Father yield     And Spirit evermore;     We praise You evermore. 

Text (sts. 1, 3–7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. Text and tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 
Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110020024 Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain 

 

Acknowledgments 
Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the 
ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good 
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News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia 
Publishing House. 

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Announcement of Offering and Greetings of Peace 

The people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as 
a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; 
Eph. 4:1–3). 
 

Prayers to God on Behalf of… 
World: Praying for the end of the conflict between Ukraine and Russia (and preservation of 
life and land). Hurricane/storm recovery in Florida, Georgia, and the Carolinas.  
 
Church: For our ongoing church building/expansion planning with architect Studio 4, 
contractor Creative Structures, and our 3-year Capital Campaign with LCEF. Mission work of 
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Rehema Open Door (Rehema is Swahili for mercy) palliative care 
center/hospice in Kenya. Local mission of Pregnancy Resource 
Center of Maryville and Sevierville.  
 
Vocation:  Tyler (Airforce) & Megan Smith in Mississippi. Jacob 
(Tami DeHaven’s grandson) stationed in S. Korea. Carter Felt 
(Navy: stationed in Charleston). Casey Lawson (Airforce). For 
Emily and Julian Martinez (expecting). Alex & Shelby Hicks 
(expecting). Paul & Angela Gift (expecting). For Bill & Diane 
Miller’s daughter Anna (expecting in January). Tatum Smolter 
(and Tanner, rejoicing in birth of Tylen!). 
  
Mourning: Family of Diane Tschappat (Pastor & Gretchen’s brother in law’s mother) who 
passed away. A son who died (whose mother is a friend of Mary Schopmann). Family of 
Sharon Mueller (wife of John). Family of Dick Mohr who passed away 9/17. Family of Julia 
Ernst who passed away 6/25. Family of Tamra DeHaven who passed 1/23. 
 
Health: Ed McGillick recovering from a fall, fractured ribs. Jennifer Morsch (Joel & 
Barbara’s daughter) hospitalized with many health issues. Arnold Solis (Nunnink’s and 
Lee’s father and [great] grandfather) health. Delora Roth good leg circulation health. Nancy 
(Jim Vesper’s mother) heart attack recovery; Kris Smith healing for multiple fractures; 
Aurora Stevens broken back treatment; Justin Barnett (Amy Mohr’s son, knee surgery 
recovery). Janet Moore’s mother (health). For June McDonnell (health). For Carolyn 
Dickie (health). Jeanie Lindenfelser for lung cancer treatments. For Amy Mohr (hip 
replacement recovery). Lori Smith (partial shoulder surgery recovery). For Randy Groen 
partial shoulder replacement recovery. For Barbara Moyers (auto accident; broken wrist and 
bruise healing). Debbie Johnston kidney health. For Scott Jonas (friend of Shelli & Travis 
Haynes, a pastor in St. Louis, thanksgiving for his return home after stroke). For Kathy 
Bigger (friend of Donna Wall) pancreatic cancer. For Lisa Stremsterfer’s father who fell 
and is recovering. Bob McDermott (thanksgiving for new heart valve and better health!). 
Mark (Judy Kalkitis’s son-in-law) knee treatment. Lois Schering (recovery from procedure 
on vocal chords). For all suffering from mental health issues. For Michael (health). For 
Lindsey (cancer). Barry (Wendy Slifka’s brother in St. Louis, eye cancer) Al Reuer physical 
therapy for hip. David Chorney (thanksgiving for back surgery results!). Gregory Strege 
(Phyllis’s son, health). Tom Williams, health and care for heart. Mike Sullivan recovering 
from surgery and for Ken Payne’s health (friends of a friend of Jim Vesper). Julie (Tom 
Wittkopp’s sister in Phoenix) recovering from heart surgery. Mary Ellen Brown (hip surgery 
recovery). Paula (Corlis William’s mother) recovering from a stroke. Ruth Kistler’s son 
William (tests and possible cancer treatments). Brad (Phil and Carol Barnett’s son) cancer 
treatments. Kenna Chorney’s mother: Gail Rieman (wound care). Tim Smith (heart health). 
Steve Kaiser’s mother Louise (age 92) in Indiana. Mike Gould’s friend Jolene Cline 
(thanksgiving, in remission!). Larry Wacker (lung condition). Andrew Hebar’s Aunt Kara 
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(struggling from cancer treatments). Connie (Andrew Hebar’s friend) brain and lung cancer. 
Bill (Cathy Wacker’s father) dementia, health. Lee Schuck (health, unable to walk). Janeen 
Meier (Maureen Robert’s sister) health. Carolyn Gaugert (sister-in-law to Sharon Yoder) 
health. 
 
Birthdays: Tina P 12/25, Jeff B 12/26, Janice K 12/26, Tim N 12/26, Judy 12/27, Rose B 
12/30, Ole J 12/31  
 
Anniversaries: William & Kim S 12/30 

 
+ Service of the Sacrament + 

 
Preface p. 160; 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

Proper Preface (Full) 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of 
Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those 
things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, … one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 
comes. C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your 
blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension 
into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom 
and teach us to pray: 
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Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
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Distribution 
Please see our pastor for details about baptism, instruction, and vow of 
confirmation of our church’s teachings prior to taking the Lord’s Supper 
(Communion) at Praise. 

 
Distribution Hymn: 380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (see hymnal) 
Distribution Hymn: 393 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 
Distribution Hymn: 374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 
Distribution Hymn: 375 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising 

 
Thank the Lord [Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10] 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, … one God, now and forever. 
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Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 
 

Hymn to Depart: 367 Angels from the Realms of Glory 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–4): James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt. 
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 Text and tune: Public domain 


