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+ Service of Holy Matrimony + 
 

 
 

for  
 

Jack Nunnink & Rachel Holst 
 

June 26, 2026  
 

Praise Lutheran Church (LCMS), Maryville, Tennessee  

 

 Preaching:  Rev. Dr. Todd Peperkorn 

 Officiant:  Rev. Derek Roberts 

 Organist:  Gary Schauerman 
 

String Quartet 

 Violin I Timothy Baker  

 Violin II Dalton Lee  
 Viola Sophia Roberts  

 Cello Lars Gindler  

 

Wedding Party Procession  String Quartet in C, Op. 76, No. 3 II. Poco Adagio  

by Joseph Haydn 
 Flower girl:  Magdalena Goehring 

 Ring bearer:  Nathaniel Goehring 

 Matron of Honor:  Meghan Goehring 

 Best Man:  Sam Nunnink 

 
Bridesmaids & Groomsmen 

 Lily Nunnink  Charlie Nunnink 
  Jenny Holst   Simon Blankenship 

 Jane Nunnink  Lawson Fairchild 

 Lucy Nunnink  Tyrayvion Jerrell 

 Sofie Stiller  Caden Licht 
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Bridal Procession We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God 
 

 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Matrimony Address 

P Dearly beloved, we are gathered here in the sight of God and before His Church to 

witness the union of this man and this woman in holy matrimony. This is an honorable 
estate instituted and blessed by God in Paradise, before humanity’s fall into sin. 
  

In marriage we see a picture of the communion between Christ and 
His bride, the Church. Our Lord blessed and honored marriage with 
His presence and first miracle at Cana in Galilee. This estate is also 
commended to us by the apostle Paul as good and honorable. 
Therefore, marriage is not to be entered into inadvisedly or lightly, 
but reverently, deliberately, and in accordance with the purposes for 
which it was instituted by God. 
  

The union of husband and wife in heart, body, and mind is intended by God for the 
mutual companionship, help, and support that each person ought to receive from the 
other, both in prosperity and adversity. Marriage was also ordained so that man and 
woman may find delight in one another. Therefore, all persons who marry shall take a 
spouse in holiness and honor, not in the passion of lust, for God has not called us to 
impurity but in holiness. God also established marriage for the procreation of children 
who are to be brought up in the fear and instruction of the Lord so that they may offer 
Him their praise. 
  
For these reasons God has established the holy estate that Jack and Rachel wish to 
enter. They desire our prayers as they begin their marriage in the Lord’s name and with 
His blessing. 
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Genesis 2:7, 18–24 Read by Dan Holst (Father of the Bride) 

 
L A reading from Genesis, the second chapter. 

  
 then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 
 Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him 
a helper fit for him.” So out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field 
and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would call 
them. And whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. The man 
gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the 
field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. So the LORD God caused a 
deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up 
its place with flesh. And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into 
a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, 
 

“This at last is bone of my bones 
 and flesh of my flesh; 
she shall be called Woman, 
 because she was taken out of Man.” 

 

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and 
they shall become one flesh. 

  
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Ephesians 5:1–2, 22–33 Read by Levi Nunnink (Father of the Groom) 
 

L A reading from Ephesians, the fifth chapter. 
  
 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved 
us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of 
the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. Now 
as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their 
husbands. 
 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 
that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 
so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. In the same way husbands 
should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. For no 
one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the 
church, because we are members of his body. “Therefore a man shall leave his father 
and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” This mystery 
is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. However, let each 
one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband. 

  
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Holy Gospel from St. John 2:1-11 Read by Rev. Dr. Todd Peperkorm 

 
P A reading from St. John, the second chapter. 

  
 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 
there. Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. When the wine ran out, 
the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the 
servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 
 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each 
holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And 
they filled them up to the brim. And he said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to 
the master of the feast.” So they took it. When the master of the feast tasted the water 
now become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had 
drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom and said to him, 
“Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor 
wine. But you have kept the good wine until now.” This, the first of his signs, Jesus did 
at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him. 

  
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn: 860 Gracious Savior, Grant Your Blessing 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–87 Text: © 2001 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: 
LSB Hymn License no. 110020024 Tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
+ Homily + Rev. Dr. Todd Peperkorn 
 Concordia Theological Seminary 
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If the wedding party has been seated, they now stand and take their places before the 
chancel steps. 

 
Declaration of Intent 

P Jack, will you have this woman to be your wedded wife, to live together in the holy 
estate of matrimony as God ordained it? Will you nourish and cherish her as Christ 
loved His body, the Church, giving Himself up for her? Will you love, honor, and keep 
her in sickness and in health and, forsaking all others, remain united to her alone, so 
long as you both shall live? Then say: I will. 

R I will. 
  

P Rachel, will you have this man to be your wedded husband, to live together in the holy 
estate of matrimony as God ordained it? Will you submit to him as the Church submits 
to Christ? Will you love, honor, and keep him in sickness and in health and, forsaking 
all others, remain united to him alone, so long as you both shall live? Then say: I will. 

R I will. 

 
 

The Vows 
 

I, Jack, take you, Rachel, to be my wedded wife, to have and to 
hold from this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for 
poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till 
death us do part, according to God’s holy will; and I pledge to 
you my faithfulness. 
 
I, Rachel, take you, Jack, to be my wedded husband, to have 
and to hold from this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, 
for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till 
death us do part, according to God’s holy will; and I pledge to 
you my faithfulness. 

 
The rings are presented to the pastor. 

 
Collect for the blessing of wedding rings 

P Almighty Father, You have generously created all things to serve us for our good. 

Send Your blessing upon this couple who shall wear these T rings as a constant 
reminder of their marital fidelity. Grant that by Your mercy they may live gladly and 
faithfully in this holy estate; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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The bridegroom and bride exchange rings. 
 

Receive this ring . . . 
Receive this ring 
     as a pledge and token 
     of wedded love and faithfulness. 
In the name of the Father 
     and of the Son 
     and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 

Pronouncement of Marriage Matthew 19:6 

P Now that Jack and Rachel have committed themselves to each other in holy 
matrimony, have given themselves to each other by their solemn pledges, and have 
declared the same before God and these witnesses, I pronounce them to be husband 

and wife, in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
  

P [Jesus said:] “What God has joined together, let no one put asunder” (Matt. 19:6). 

C Amen.0 
 
 

The pastor blesses the couple. 
 
 

Marriage Blessing 

P The almighty and gracious God abundantly grant you His favor and sanctify and bless 
you with the blessing given to Adam and Eve in Paradise, that you may please Him in 
both body and soul and live together in holy love until your life’s end. 

C Amen. 
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Collects 

 
P Let us pray. 
 

Almighty, everlasting God, our heavenly Father, grant that by Your blessing Jack and 
Rachel may live together according to Your Word and promise. Strengthen them in 
faithfulness and love toward each other. Sustain and defend them in every trial and 
temptation. Help them to live in faith toward You, in the communion of Your holy 
Church, and in loving service to each other that they may ever enjoy Your heavenly 
blessing; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P O God, our dwelling place in all generations, look with favor upon the homes of our 
land. Embrace husbands and wives, parents and children, in the arms of Your love, 
and grant that each, in reverence for Christ, fulfill the duties You have given. Bless our 
homes that they may ever be a shelter for the defenseless, a fortress for the tempted, 
a resting place for the weary, and a foretaste of our eternal home with You; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Introduction of Mr. and Mrs. Jack & Rachel Nunnink 
 
 

Hymn: 922 Go, My Children, with My Blessing (with wedding stanza) 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 Tune: Welsh, 18th cent. Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110020024 
Tune: Public domain 

 
 
 

 
Recessional music 
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Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

  

Sunday Divine Services weekly at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday Congregational Bible Study and Sunday School at 9:45 a.m. 
 

 
Office Administration: Elissa Upward, officeadmin@praiselutheran.com, (865) 977-5810 
Pastor: Rev. Derek Roberts, pastor@praiselutheran.com, (865) 421-9988 (Day off: Fridays) 
 
Congregational President: Tim Nunnink, Vice President: Dr. Tom Wittkopp  
Organist/pianists: Janice Kaiser, Susan Johnson, Gary Schauerman 
Choir Pianist: Susan Johnson 
 
Church Calendar: Visit praiselutheran.com/events for upcoming events. 
Newsletter: Subscribe at the bottom right of our homepage. 
Social Media: Connect with us at facebook.com/PraiseLutheranChurch and youtube.com/@PraiseLutheran. 
Online Giving: Go to praiselutheran.com and click the blue “Give” button. 
 
Additional Information: Please submit prayer requests by 9:00 a.m. each Thursday to ensure they are 
included in the upcoming service. If your contact information has changed, kindly notify the church office. 
Large-print hymnals are available upon request. Please speak with an usher for assistance. 
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