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+ Ninth Sunday after Pentecost + 
 

July 26, Year of Our Lord 2026 | DS4 
 

+ Confession and Absolution + 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us 
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 
to me, a sinner. 

 
Confession of Sins 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

 
Absolution [John 20:19–23] 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

+ Service of the Word + 
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Introit Psalm 105:2–6; antiphon: v. 1 

 

P Oh give thanks to the LORD; call up- | on his name;* 

 make known his deeds among the | peoples! 

C Sing to him, sing prais- | es to him;* 
 tell of all his | wondrous works! 
Glory in his | holy name;* 
 let the hearts of those who seek the | LORD rejoice! 
Seek the LORD | and his strength;* 
 seek his presence con- | tinually! 
Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,* 
 his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered, 
O offspring of Abraham, his | servant,* 
 children of Jacob, his | chosen ones! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Oh give thanks to the LORD; call up- | on his name;* 
 make known his deeds among the | peoples! 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 
  

P Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love, 
that, receiving what You have promised, we may love what You have commanded; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 7:6–9 
 “You are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be 
a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 
It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD set his 
love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but it is because the LORD 
loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought 
you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who 
keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, 
to a thousand generations.” 

A  This is the Word of the Lord.   C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Romans 11:33, 36 

C Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 

 How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 
For from him and through him and to him are all things. 
 To him be glory forever. Amen. 



 4 

Epistle Romans 8:28–39 
 We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are 
called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many 
brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also 
justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who 
did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously 
give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 
Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword? As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
 we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure 
that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

A  This is the Word of the Lord.   C Thanks be to God. 
 

Verse of the Day Matthew 13:35b 

P Alleluia. I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter what has been hidden since the 

foundation of the world. Alleluia. 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 13:44–52 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 [Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and 
covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding 
one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish 
of every kind. When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into 
containers but threw away the bad. So it will be at the close of the age. The angels will come 
out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that 
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 “Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, 
“Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has 
been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a 
house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is 
old.” 

P   This is the Gospel of the Lord.    

C   Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day: 646 Church of God, Elect and Glorious 
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Text: James Edward Seddon, 1915–83 Tune: Cyril V. Taylor, 1907–92 
Text: © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110020024 
Tune: © 1942, renewed 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110020024 

 
+ Sermon + Like Treasure Hidden in a Field 

 
Announcement of Offering and Greetings of Peace 

The people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as 
a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; 
Eph. 4:1–3). 
  

Prayer of the Church - see colored insert 
Reminder for those watching at home to pray The Lord’s Prayer. 
Benediction for those worshipping via the livestream. 
 

 
 

+ Service of the Sacrament + 
 

A Word to Our Guests and Visitors about Communion at Praise 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, 
as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very Body and Blood 
to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 
another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside 
any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 
and resurrection until He comes. Scripture warns that those who come forward to eat and drink 
our Lord’s Body and Blood in an unworthy manner do so to their great spiritual harm. The Lord’s 
Supper is also a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar. Therefore, any who hold 
a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 
and yet to desire to receive the Sacrament (Communion), are encouraged to seek guidance from 
the pastor. 

 
Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  



 8 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary... evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus, p. 208 Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving ~ (see altar book) p. 161 or 178 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, ...now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 

T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei, p. 210 John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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Distribution 
Please see our pastor for details about baptism, instruction, and vow of confirmation of our 
church’s teachings prior to taking the Lord’s Supper (Communion) at Praise. 
 

Distribution Hymn: 621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
 

Distribution Hymn: 633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 
 

Distribution Hymn: 708 Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart 
 

Distribution Hymn: 813 Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng 
 

Nunc Dimittis, p. 211 Luke 2:29–32 
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Post-Communion Collect ~ (see altar book) 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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